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Recent Trends in California’s Regional Ocean Salmon Fishery 
Compared with 2017 Projections and Performance-To-Date 

 

Commercial Ex-vessel Value 

 Commercial ocean salmon fisheries along the entire California coast in 2017 

have resulted in a total ex-vessel value of approximately $4.8 million, which is 

62% less than the 2012-2016 average of $12.7 million. 

 Statewide landings in 2017 are estimated at 42,100 fish to-date (Figure 1), which 

is 75% less than the 2012-16 average of 169,400 fish.  Landings vary by 

management area, as shown in Figure 2.  Statewide total ex-vessel value and 

average price per pound are shown in Figure 3.  In 2017, areas north of 

Monterey incurred the greatest economic loss.  The 2012-2016 ex-vessel 

average compared to the 2017 ex-vessel value for each management area is as 

follows:   

o CA Klamath Management Zone (OR/CA border to Horse Mountain) 

 100% reduction due to complete area closure ($220,000 to $0)   

o Fort Bragg area (Horse Mountain to Point Arena) 

 96% reduction ($4.4 million to $190,000) 

o San Francisco area (Point Arena to Pigeon Point) 

 51% reduction ($6.3 million to $3.1 million) 

o Monterey and south area (Pigeon Point to U.S./Mexico Border)  

 15% reduction ($1.8 million to $1.5 million) 

 For the second year in a row, the Yurok Tribe did not authorize a  commercial in-

river fishery in 2017.  During the previous five years that this fishery occurred 

(2011-15), the Yurok Tribe harvested an average of 36,000 fall Chinook annually.   

 Most businesses and infrastructure that rely on the commercial fishing industry 

are unable to move their location elsewhere.  These include commercial seafood 

buyers, ice suppliers, fuel docks, marinas, marine supply stores, etc.  When the 

fishery is closed in their area, they can expect to receive very little, if any, 

salmon-related revenue.   For many of these businesses, salmon-related 

revenue is their primary source of revenue throughout the summer.   

Recreational Days and Landings 

 To assess the economic impact of recreational ocean fishing seasons, 

opportunity (i.e., number of days open) can be a useful index.  Numbers of fish 

caught in prior years can also be informative as people are more likely to spend 

money to go fishing during times when they are more likely to catch fish.  



3 

 

Recreational ocean salmon fisheries along the entire California coast in 2017 

resulted in 457 total days open, which is 36% less than the 2012-2016 average 

of 711 days.  An estimated 59,100 Chinook have been landed to-date in the 

2017 California recreational ocean salmon fishery, which is 24% less than the 

2012-16 average of 78,000 Chinook.  Recreational catch and days open for 

2017 are compared to historical values in Figure 4, and broken out by 

management area in Figure 5.  As with the commercial fishery, the two 

northernmost management areas in the state saw the largest reduction.  The 

2012-2016 average catch and days open compared to 2017 values for each area 

are as follows: 

o CA Klamath Management Zone (OR/CA border to Horse Mountain) 

 100% reduction in days open due to area closure (116 to 0)   

 100% reduction in catch due to area closure (19,600 to 0) 

o Fort Bragg area (Horse Mountain to Point Arena) 

 31% reduction in days open (220 to 151)   

 77% reduction in catch (8,200 to 1,900) * 

o San Francisco area (Point Arena to Pigeon Point) 

 7% reduction in days open (214 to 200)   

 32% increase in catch (38,300 to 50,700)* 

o Monterey and south area (Pigeon Point to U.S./Mexico Border)  

 34% reduction in days open (160 to 106)   

 45% reduction in catch (11,900 to 6,600) 

 The recreational fall-run Chinook fishery on the Klamath and Trinity rivers 

is currently closed which may result in a loss of an estimated $2.5 million in 

total economic output.  There are also an estimated 42 jobs that may be 

impacted by this closure (see California Fish and Game Commission Amended 

Initial Statement of Reasons for Regulatory Action, Re: Klamath River Basin 

Sport Fishing Regulations, dated April 17, 2017). 

 

Location abbreviation used in graphs Management area description 

KMZ – Klamath Management Zone OR/CA Border to Horse Mt. 

FB – Fort Bragg Horse Mt. to Pt. Arena 

SF – San Francisco Pt. Arena to Pigeon Pt. 

MO - Monterey Pigeon Pt. to U.S./Mexico Border 

 

 

 

 
*Recreational Ocean Salmon Fisheries along the coast remain open at this time
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Figure 1. Statewide commercial Chinook Salmon catch (2005-2016) and days open, 
compared with 2017 projected and 2017 catch-to-date. 

 

Figure 2. Commercial Chinook Salmon catch for the five-year average (2012-2016) 
compared to 2017 projected and 2017 catch-to-date by management area, with open 
fishing days for each time period. 
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Figure 3. Commercial ex-vessel value and average price per pound – historical (2005-
2016), 2017 projected, and 2017 information to date. 

 

Figure 4. Statewide recreational Chinook Salmon catch (2005-2016) and days open, 
compared with 2017 projected and 2017 catch-to-date. *Sport fisheries in San 
Francisco and Ft. Bragg are ongoing. 
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Figure 5. Recreational Chinook Salmon catch for the five-year average (2012-2016) 
compared to 2017 projected and 2017 catch-to-date by management area, with open 
fishing days for each time period. *Sport fisheries in San Francisco and Ft. Bragg are 
ongoing. 

 

Pacific Fishery Management Council Supplemental Informational Report 

Twice annually in September and November, the Salmon Technical Team of the Pacific 
Fishery Management Council provides in-season ocean salmon fishery performance 
statistics for the coasts of Washington, Oregon, and California. The latest informational 
report (Supplemental Informational Report 5, September 2017) reflects preliminary 
ocean salmon fishery harvest and fishing effort statistics through August 2017. 
https://www.pcouncil.org//wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Sup_IR_5_In-
Season_Salmon_Harvest_Rpt_SEPT2017BB.pdf 

https://www.pcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Sup_IR_5_In-Season_Salmon_Harvest_Rpt_SEPT2017BB.pdf
https://www.pcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Sup_IR_5_In-Season_Salmon_Harvest_Rpt_SEPT2017BB.pdf
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California Ocean Salmon Management Process: Calendar of Events 
 

January 16-19, 2018 - Pacific Fishery Management Council STT Work Session 
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland, OR 97220 

The Salmon Technical Team (STT) will draft the Review of 2017 Ocean Salmon 
Fisheries. This report summarizes seasons, quotas, harvest, escapement, 
socioeconomic statistics, achievement of management goals, and impacts on species 
listed under the Endangered Species Act. The report is scheduled to be available 
online in early February 2018 at: www.pcouncil.org. 

 
February 20-23, 2018 - Pacific Fishery Management Council STT Work Session 
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland, OR 97220 
The STT will draft Preseason Report I: Stock Abundance Analysis and Environmental 
Assessment Part 1 for 2018 Ocean Salmon Fishery Regulations and consider any 
other estimation or methodology issues pertinent to the 2018 ocean salmon fisheries. 
Preseason Report I is scheduled to be available online in early March 2018 at: 
www.pcouncil.org. 
 
March 2018 - CDFW Annual Ocean Salmon Information Meeting 
Sonoma County Water Agency – 404 Aviation Boulevard, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Annual information meeting on 2017 ocean salmon seasons, Central Valley and 
Klamath Basin river returns, 2018 abundance projections, and opportunity for the public 
to provide input regarding the upcoming ocean salmon season. Exact date to be 
determined. Reference materials will be posted as they become available at: 
http://wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Regulations/Salmon/Preseason 
 
March 7-14, 2018 - Pacific Fishery Management Council Meeting 
DoubleTree by Hilton Sonoma – One Doubletree Drive, Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
The Council will determine if any in-season action for fisheries scheduled to open in 
April is needed. They will also adopt three regulatory alternatives for ocean salmon 
fisheries in effect on or after May 1. The STT completes Preseason Report II: 
Proposed Alternatives and Environmental Assessment Part 2 for 2018 Ocean Salmon 
Fishery Regulations, available online in late March 2018 at:  www.pcouncil.org. 
 
March 2018 - Pacific Fishery Management Council Public Hearing 
Location – TBD, California 
The Council will receive comments from the public on the three California ocean 
salmon fishery management regulatory alternatives adopted by the Council in 
March. Exact date to be determined. More information is available at:  
www.pcouncil.org. 

http://www.pcouncil.org/
http://www.pcouncil.org/
http://wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Regulations/Salmon/Preseason
http://www.pcouncil.org/
http://www.pcouncil.org/
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April 4-11, 2018 - Pacific Fishery Management Council Meeting 

Sheraton Portland Airport Hotel – 8235 NE Airport Way, Portland, OR 97220 
The Council will tentatively adopt final regulatory measures for analysis by the STT 
during this meeting. Final adoption of recommendations to the National Marine 
Fisheries Service is tentatively scheduled to occur on April 11. The STT completes 
Preseason Report III: Council-Adopted Management Measures and Environmental 
Assessment Part 3 for 2018 Ocean Salmon Fishery Regulations, available online in 
late April at:  www.pcouncil.org. 
 
Who Can I Contact Regarding the Upcoming Salmon Season? 
 
Contact a member of the Pacific Fishery Management Council’s Salmon 
Advisory Subpanel: 
 
Jim Hie 
Conservation 

Pacific Marine 
Conservation Council 
1423 Vista Ave. 
Napa, CA 94559 

Telephone: (707) 695-8661 
Email: jnahie@att.net 

George Kautsky 
California Tribes 

Hoopa Valley Tribal Fisheries 
PO Box 417 
Hoopa, CA 95546 

Telephone: (530) 625-4267 ext. 15 
Email: hupafish@hoopa-nsn.gov 

Dave Bitts 
California Troll 

Pacific Coast Federation of 
Fishermen’s Associations 
2679 Sunnygrove 
McKinleyville, CA 95519 

Telephone: (707) 498-3512 
Email: dbitts@suddenlink.net 

Jim Yarnall 
California Sport 
Fisheries 

California Sport Fisheries 
6308 Eggert Road     
Eureka, CA 95503 

Telephone: (707) 443-2496 
Email: jimyarnall@gmail.com 

John Atkinson 
California Charter 
Boat 

Golden Gate Fisherman’s 
Association 
42 Seawolf Passage 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 

Telephone: (415) 924-6851 
Email: newrayann@comcast.net  

 
To make comments directly to the Pacific Fishery Management Council 
regarding the upcoming salmon season, please visit the Council's website at 
www.pcouncil.org/contact, or contact the PFMC staff officer for salmon: Robin 
Ehlke (Robin.Ehlke@noaa.gov). 
 

http://www.pcouncil.org/salmon/stock-assessment-and-fishery-evaluation-safe-documents/preseason-reports/
mailto:jnahie@att.net
mailto:dhillemeier@yuroktribe.nsn.us
mailto:dbitts@suddenlink.net
http://www.pcouncil.org/contact
mailto:Robin.Ehlke@noaa.gov
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Online Resources: 
 
Review of Ocean Salmon Fisheries (includes in-river escapement data) 
Available online at: 
www.pcouncil.org/salmon/stock-assessment-and-fishery-evaluation-safe- 
documents/ 
 

Preseason Reports I, II, and III 

I. Stock Abundance Analysis and Environmental Assessment Part 1 for 
Ocean Salmon Fishery Regulations 

II. Proposed Alternatives and Environmental Assessment Part 2 for Ocean 
Salmon Fishery Regulations  

III. Council Adopted Management Measures and Environmental 
Assessment Part 3 for Ocean Salmon Fishery Regulations 

Available online at:  

www.pcouncil.org/salmon/stock-assessment-and-fishery-evaluation-safe- 
documents/preseason-reports/ 
 

Klamath Basin Age Composition and Stock Projection Reports 
Available online at:  
www.pcouncil.org/salmon/background/document-library/ 

http://www.pcouncil.org/salmon/stock-assessment-and-fishery-evaluation-safe-documents/
http://www.pcouncil.org/salmon/stock-assessment-and-fishery-evaluation-safe-documents/
http://www.pcouncil.org/salmon/stock-assessment-and-fishery-evaluation-safe-documents/
http://www.pcouncil.org/salmon/stock-assessment-and-fishery-evaluation-safe-documents/preseason-reports/
http://www.pcouncil.org/salmon/stock-assessment-and-fishery-evaluation-safe-documents/preseason-reports/
http://www.pcouncil.org/salmon/stock-assessment-and-fishery-evaluation-safe-documents/preseason-reports/
http://www.pcouncil.org/salmon/background/document-library/

