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Wade Crowfoot
Secretary, California Natural Resources Agency 

Secretary Crowfoot advises Governor Newsom as a cabinet member and oversees an agency of more than 26,000 employees spread across 27 departments, office, commissions, and conservancies. His agency is charged with stewarding California’s forests and natural lands, rivers and water supplies, and coast and ocean. It also protects natural places, wildlife and biodiversity, and helps oversee the state’s world-leading clean energy transition. Having served in his current role since 2019, Secretary Crowfoot is leading efforts to achieve Governor Newsom’s ambitious environmental vision, including a commitment to conserve 30 percent of California’s land and coastal waters by 2030. He oversees billions of dollars of public investment to protect people and natural places from climate change impacts, and has led efforts to navigate California’s record-breaking droughts, floods, and wildfires. Secretary Crowfoot has also initiated a new era of partnerships with California Native American Tribes and is shifting how the agency operates to better support all California residents and communities. 

Secretary Crowfoot served in Governor Jerry Brown’s Administration as deputy cabinet secretary and senior advisor. He led the nonprofit Water Foundation to build water resilience across the American West. He spearheaded efforts to establish and defend California’s landmark climate change policies as West Coast regional director for the Environmental Defense Fund. As an environmental advisor to then-San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, he helped establish many first-in-the-nation urban environmental policies. Secretary Crowfoot received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a master’s degree from the London School of Economics. He grew up in Michigan, then moved to California in the mid-1990s and discovered backcountry camping with friends. He loves to camp with his wife and daughter and learn new things outdoors, currently including fly fishing and soon backcountry skiing.


Dr. Craig Shuman
Marine Region Manager, California Department of Fish & Wildlife

Dr. Shuman directs the Department’s marine science and policy activities in ocean waters off California’s coast. He earned a doctorate in Environmental Science and Engineering from UCLA and a master’s degree in biology from the University of California, Santa Barbara. Prior to joining the Department, Dr. Shuman served as the Marine Advisor to the California Fish and Game Commission, worked in the nonprofit sector, and worked as a consultant where he focused on coastal wetland restoration, water quality, citizen monitoring programs, corporate sustainability, and communications.

Crystal Robinson
[bookmark: _Hlk236147020]Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor for the Klamath Watershed Program, California Department of Fish & Wildlife

Ms. Robinson has been working in the Klamath Basin for 25 years focusing on fisheries and water quality management. Focused research includes seasonal river flows, salmonid fisheries, water temperature, and habitat restoration dynamics. She is actively involved in monitoring salmon returns and tracking aquatic ecosystem restoration following Klamath dam removal.


Joseph James
Chairman, Yurok Tribe

Chairman James is from the traditional village of Sregon on the Klamath River in Northern California. He has a wealth of professional experience in natural resource management, public health, public safety, infrastructure development, cultural resources protection and environmentally sustainable business acquisition/development. Chairman James is extremely passionate about nation-building, economic diversification and job creation. He has significantly expanded the Tribe’s economic development portfolio, created hundreds of good-paying jobs and increased access to affordable high-speed internet on tribal lands through Yurok Telecommunication Corporation, one of the few tribal internet service providers in the US. Under his leadership, the Tribe has started new companies that perform large-scale river restoration, commercial and government construction and eco-tourism, including the Redwood Yurok Canoe Tours on the Klamath River. He personally developed the Redwood Canoe Tour Business from concept to launch. Visitors from across the globe have enjoyed the one-of-a-kind tour. Chairman James championed a unique partnership with California State Parks to open the Chah-pekw O' Ket'-toh “Stone Lagoon” Visitor Center in Northern California. It is the only tribally operated visitor center within the California state park system. The Tribe has also purchased, successfully rebranded and grown multiple businesses. He is currently overseeing the construction of two wellness centers for youth and adults, including the only tribally run inpatient treatment facility in the region. He was first elected to serve as the Tribe’s Chairman in October 2018 and was reelected to his third term in October 2024. Prior to becoming an elected leader, he served as the Yurok Tribe’s Transportation Manager, East District Councilmember and Yurok Economic Development Board President.


Russell “Buster” Attebery 
Chairman, Karuk Tribe 

Dr. Craig Tucker
Natural Resources Policy Consultant, Karuk Tribe




John McManus
Senior Policy Director, Golden State Salmon Association

Mr. McManus is a longtime salmon fisherman and salmon advocate. He served as the group’s executive director from 2013 until retiring in 2023. He comes from a varied background that includes ten years of commercial salmon fishing in southeast Alaska, 15 years producing news for CNN, and 11 years doing publicity and organizing for the public interest environmental law firm Earthjustice before joining the Golden Gate Salmon Association. Work at Earthjustice included organizing and publicity supporting restored salmon fisheries in the Columbia, Klamath and Sacramento rivers.  A San Francisco native, Muni Pier and Lake Merced were the places where he first learned to tie a fishing line, bait a hook, and cast. He’s a long-time member of the Coastside Fishing Club and keeps a boat part of the year in Half Moon Bay.  He fishes seasonally off the San Mateo, Sonoma and Marin coasts. From the 1970s on he spent a lot of time in the north coast salmon communities of Pt. Arena, Fort Bragg and Eureka. As salmon runs declined in the 1990’s, he got a front row seat to the demise of the coastal communities in San Francisco Bay, Mendocino and Humboldt counties, something that fuels his advocacy for salmon and salmon communities to this day. 

Joanna Grebel
[bookmark: _Hlk236146965]Invertebrate Program Manager, Marine Region, California Department of Fish & Wildlife

Ms. Grebel oversees science and policy for invertebrate fisheries in ocean waters off California’s coast. She has also served as an appointed designee to the Pacific Fishery Management Council, where she was responsible for making policy decisions affecting California fisheries. Prior to joining the Department, Ms. Grebel worked for the California Energy Commission and for a consulting firm evaluating environmental impacts of California coastal power plants. Ms. Grebel earned a master’s degree from Moss Landing Marine Labs and a bachelor’s degree from the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Lisa Damrosch
Executive Director, Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations

Ms. Damrosch’s dedication to commercial fishing is deeply rooted in her family’s history. Her family has fished commercially from Half Moon Bay since the late 1800s, and today, her son continues the tradition as a fifth-generation commercial fisherman. This fuels Lisa’s passion for advocating on behalf of the commercial fishing industry and fighting for a productive future for working fishermen and communities that depend on them. As Executive Director of the Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations (PCFFA), she leads advocacy, policy, and organizational efforts on behalf of California commercial fishing families. Under her leadership, PCFFA has reaffirmed its purpose to be led by the active fleet and to serve as the voice of commercial fishermen. Lisa serves on the California Dungeness Crab Gear Working Group, works alongside fishermen as a member of the Bridge Group to advance salmon and water management policies, serves on the board of Seafood Harvesters of America, representing California fisheries at the national level, and she recently joined the California SeaGrant board.


Dick Ogg
Commercial Fisherman, Bodega Bay 

Mr. Ogg was adopted and brought to the United States at a very young age. He was taught to fish by his grandfather, who was a Native American belonging to the Ponca Tribe in Oklahoma. From that beginning, Dick moved to California and settled in Sonoma County some 64 years ago and never left. Dick has had the good fortune to fish and dive along our coastline for more than 47 years. While fishing, Dick has also been an electrical contractor and the supervising electrician for Sonoma State University for 31 years. Dick has lived in Bodega Bay since 1999 and doesn’t plan on moving, at least in this lifetime. Dick wants nothing more than to see the fishing industry thrive and continue to provide a sustainable resource to the public.


Peyton Moore
Fisheries Project Director, The Nature Conservancy	

Ms. Moore leads efforts to reduce whale entanglement risk and advance sustainable fisheries management. Her work focuses on developing practical, science-based solutions that support both thriving fishing communities and healthy whale populations, including whale monitoring technologies, adaptive fisheries management approaches, lost gear recovery programs, and collaborative research with fishermen, managers, and scientists. Prior to joining TNC, Peyton worked as a fisheries ecologist and consultant supporting fisheries management initiatives across Hawaiʻi, the Pacific, and the Caribbean, and holds a Master’s degree in Environmental Science and Management from UC Santa Barbara.



Dr. Julia Coates
Senior Environmental Scientist Specialist, Marine Region, California Department of Fish & Wildlife

Dr. Coates is a quantitative fisheries scientist who constructs stock assessments and other fisheries models to estimate biomass, stock status, and appropriate management approaches for state-managed fisheries. She uses both historical, long time series data sets as well as research on anticipated future conditions to inform her work.  Julia earned a PhD in Ecology from UC Davis and San Diego State University, a MS in Marine Biology from San Francisco State University, and a BA in Integrative Biology from UC Berkeley.  She serves on the committee of the California Cooperative Oceanic Fisheries Investigations helping to integrate oceanographic research into state resource management.  She has a broad background in marine invertebrates and finfish, field research, population modeling, marine resource policy, and population restoration.  

Dr. Clarissa Anderson
Director, Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing System; 
Director, Cooperative Institute for Marine, Earth, and Atmospheric Systems; 
UC San Diego Scripps Institution of Oceanography

Dr. Anderson is a biological oceanographer with expertise in ecological forecasting and remote sensing. Her research has focused on the prediction of harmful algal blooms and toxins in estuarine and coastal ecosystems as well as the fate and transport of harmful toxins to deeper waters and sediments. She conducts research on phytoplankton ecology in coastal California. She is Chair of the IOC-SCOR GlobalHAB Scientific Steering Committee, Co-Chair of the National HAB Committee, Co-Chair of the National HAB Observing Network Community of Practice, and a member of the UN Decade Programme on Observing Air-Sea Interactions Strategy, U.S. CLIVAR Working Group on Coastal Climate Solutions, the Science Advisory Team for the California Ocean Protection Council, and the West Coast Ocean Science Action Agenda Advisory Committee.

Dr. Jeff Boehm
Chief External Relations Officer, The Marine Mammal Center

Dr. Boehm joined The Marine Mammal Center as its Chief Executive Officer in 2008 and began his role as Chief External Relations Officer in 2022. He was Senior Vice President of Animal Health and Conservation Science at Shedd Aquarium in Chicago from 1992 to 2008. Jeff received his undergraduate degree from UC San Diego and his veterinary degree from UC Davis. He is a founder and past President of the American College of Animal Welfare and serves on the advisory board of the Oiled Wildlife Care Network. Jeff is a prior chair of the Human Animal Bond committee of the American Veterinary Medical Association and sits on the Animal Welfare Committee of the California Veterinary Medical Association. Jeff was recognized with an Ocean Champion Award from the International Ocean Film Festival, was the recipient of the American Veterinary Medical Association’s Animal Welfare Award, and received an Alumni Achievement Award from the School of Veterinary Medicine at UC Davis.  

Katie Cieri
Sustainable Fisheries & Aquaculture Program Manager, California Ocean Protection Council

Ms. Cieri leads OPC’s efforts to support thriving fishing communities, climate-resilient fisheries, and sustainable aquaculture, as described in Objective 4.1 of OPC’s 2026-2030 Strategic Plan. Katie led the development of OPC’s Statewide Marine Aquaculture Action Plan, and is leading OPC’s efforts to develop a Climate-Ready Fisheries Strategy in coordination with agency partners. Before entering her current position, Katie was OPC’s 2023 Biodiversity Sea Grant State Fellow. Prior to joining OPC, she completed her Master’s in Marine Science at Moss Landing Marine Laboratories. She has collaborated with recreational, small-scale, and commercial fishermen in California, Baja California, and the Mediterranean. Through projects such as the Monitoring & Evaluation of Mid-Depth Rocky Reef Ecosystems Project, the Benthic Observation System Survey, and the California Collaborative Fisheries Research Program she has evaluated the impacts of fishing, habitat, and other factors on nearshore fish communities. Katie also holds a B.S. in Biology from the University of Virginia. In her free time, she enjoys kayaking, scuba diving, hiking, traveling, and other adventures with her husband and dog.


Dr. Liz Whiteman
Executive Director, California Ocean Science Trust

Dr. Whiteman focuses on the powerful role that science and knowledge can play in uncovering solutions, illuminating policy options, and developing roadmaps to accelerate progress towards a healthy and productive ocean future for California and the West Coast. Liz is an experienced nonprofit leader; She serves as executive director of the California Ocean Science Trust, providing strategic direction to strengthen the bridge between cutting-edge science and sound ocean management. She also serves as Science Advisor to the cabinet-level California Ocean Protection Council, and she leads the Ocean Science Trust team in building capacity and resources for policy-relevant research and delivering actionable science advice to state leaders in the executive and legislative branches of government. 
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